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CLASSIC 1950 TIMBERE SPEEDBOAT. Fully 2008 TRAILCRAFT FREESTYLE 465. 50hp 2006 PLATECRAFT 580 CUDDY CAB. 115hp

restored. Rebuilt 318 Chrysler. New t2ak and  Honda with just 32 hours. Canopy with clears.  four-stroks Yamaha, 2000t fusl. Trus plate-
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This year marks 15 years in business for Force Boats.
It might be a small factory in the backblocks of Western

Sydney, says John Ford, but with hundreds of trophies to

its credit. Force canclaim a place among the world's best,
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for working with his hasds (even ar age
12 he was in demand for skarehoards
which he designed and made ar bome)
vid b crloved working ditngs out for
hnnself. He decisded ooy and Tl
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Aborwar The World champdon Poros Fl0a.
Balowr: Chris, Tim, Dandal snd Dylsn fit oot

Bothom: The harderorking staff st Poros HQ

‘preparing the moalds.

trailerboat. com.au

and mors understmding of hydro-
dyramics, and by the time he was happy
with the huall, he'd wught hims=lf o hell
af a Jot abowt bost design. He Agored out
how little changes affect the way o huall
works md found be we obessed with
getting it dght. However, he knew he
also had o find things cut for hims=lf, =I
wvoided psking other boatimilders how
they did things,” says Rod. “Thatwaes
their business and I didn't want to steal
their idews.™

GETTING IT RIGHT
Experimentation was a big part of
leaming and that inevitably meant some
tough moments. For exmmple, on ons
occesion Rod fipped his prototgpe wst
boat in o wind squall, which iswhen he
reafised jit was too light and the weight
distribution wrong.

When be was finally stisfied with the
design, Bod completed a bull from his
well sorted phag and went on to race it
in the SMOC class. He we immediately
sucoessful, winning the MSW tile and
Sydney Bridge to Bridge in record time.
The original boat was called The Farce,
inspired by the popular Ster Warr trilogy.

This recing seccess didn’t go vnnoticed
and it wusn't long before Riod was
receiving requess o build o boat jos
F18. It was a hit and 10 F18s were bailt in
ithe first year of foll time mamfecsring.
Thess went on towin mumerous tides,
clampicmships and skirece desics and the
F18 siill hodds unbesten recards wday:

Encouraged by the initial achievements,
Bod set out to design s larger nall using
the same principles that went inio the
18-footer. The result woes o 236 foam-

smandwich prowiype hull that evenmally

went into production with the additon of
a small step in the chines.

At the time of the F17% relmss, the
skiracing fratemity ws Dot scousiome d
o bowis of this sise, so this mode] was
imitially sold 1o boyrerswho spent their days
iripping to islands and heading ofEhore.

Bod then set about making & 21 -footer
which quickly mced o suocess in
the 2005 World Water Ski Rocing
Championships. The F21, Mo Force,
took oot three titles, whils an F19x
ook cwt two. Out of six categaries,
Amsialin won fve and every skierwas
towred o victory by a Force Boat. This
is oo achievement that no other shdboat
mamafactarer has loid cloim to in World
Water 5ki Racing title history It's hardhy
surprising thet more orders came in and
the factory bad o be enlarged.

The Warld Championships are held bi-
anoaily and in 2009 the Force Flxtook
out the major titles, towing Wiyne Mower
as the Open Ben’s Champion behind
“Time Hu, und the Borce Fl ook owt the
Junior Boys Tithe towing Jack Houston
lbehind Stimgs FI. Over the lost fewr
seusoms, teams using Force boats have
Bridge, the Murmy Bridge to Bridge, the
Harwlesbury 120, titles in New South
national titdes. The list goes on....

Bod puts the saccess down 1o the
fact that he personally monitors the
production of every boat that comes
ot of the factory. Years of experience

his boats are built with emphsis on
strength, correct weight distribution and
witention to detsil. Fle also cradits his
sumrounded by o hardworking and clever
team that P'm very proud of ® he sos. @



